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NEWSIES

We are so excited that you are interested in being part of Newsies Jr. at CAST!
CAST is seeking 20-25 talented student actors, ages 8-18, to fill a variety of roles in this production.

Hello Auditionee!

Auditions will be held:
e Thursday, December 4, 2025 from 6-8 p.m.
e Sunday, December 7, 2025 from 6—8 p.m.

Those auditioning will sign in and wait in the CAST board room and office area, located at the front of our
building located at 112 E Locust Street, Downtown Clearfield, PA.

To sign up for an audition time and review audition materials, visit: www.ClearfieldArts.org/audition

Please note: Not everyone who auditions will be cast.

What to Prepare

* Vocal Audition (everyone): You will be asked to complete a few vocal exercises as a group. Please
prepare the attached song (excerpt from Carrying the Banner). We will run it as a group first, then each
person will sing it individually. Practice with the rehearsal track:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zcp766aa0OBQ&list=RDzcp766aa0OBQ&start radio=1

e Vocal Audition (leads): If you would like to be considered for a lead role (Jack Kelly, Davey, Crutchie,
Katherine, or Medda), additional audition songs are available at the end of this packet. Please come
prepared with one of these songs, in addition to the required song above. You will sing this without
accompaniment.

e Dance: Be prepared to learn a short dance combination as a group. If you are interested in being part
of the featured dance ensemble, please let us know at auditions. There is a LOT of dancing!

e Acting: Be prepared to read from any of the attached monologues.

Volunteers Welcome!

We are also looking for volunteers to assist with set construction, sound and lighting, costumes, stage
direction, and more! Students and adults are welcome. Anyone 18+ must provide PA Criminal Background and
Child Abuse Clearances. You may discuss these opportunities with the directors during auditions or contact
CAST directly.

Rehearsals & Attendance
e Rehearsals will generally run Monday-Thursday between 5:30-8:30 p.m.
e Individual rehearsal times will vary from 30 minutes to 2 hours.
e Not all cast members will be needed at every rehearsal.
e A detailed schedule will be provided after casting (subject to change).


http://www.clearfieldarts.org/audition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zcp766aaOBQ&list=RDzcp766aaOBQ&start_radio=1

e Please arrive on time and be prepared with:
— Script/music
— Comfortable clothing
— Dance/movement-ready shoes
— Optional water bottle (water is not provided)
e If you must miss a rehearsal for a legitimate reason, please notify us ahead of time.
e Any missed material must be learned before the next rehearsal.
e We will aim to avoid Friday—Sunday rehearsals, but may schedule additional rehearsals if needed.

Scripts, Music & Costumes
e You will receive copies of scripts and music—please write your name on these and keep track of them.
e Lostitems may require a replacement fee.
e Practice tracks will be provided via downloadable links.
e Most costumes will be provided; you may be asked to supply minimal personal items.
e Show shirts will be available for purchase.
e All scripts and music must be fully memorized by performance week.

Mandatory Dates

Performances (MUST attend) February 6-7 & 12—-14 at 7:30 p.m. and February 8 at 3:00 p.m.

Technical Rehearsals January 26-29 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. (approx.)

Dress Rehearsals February 1-5 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. (approx.)

If you cannot participate in any of the dates listed above, please speak with the directors at auditions to discuss
possibilities. Legitimate conflicts may be acceptable for Technical and Dress Rehearsals; however, all
performances are absolutely mandatory.

Communication
e We will send schedule updates and important announcements through the Remind app.
e Aclosed Facebook Group will also be used for communication.
e If you need to miss rehearsal, contact us through Remind or speak with us in person.
Only Mason will see Remind replies.

Cancellations
If rehearsal must be canceled due to weather, we will notify families at least two hours in advance via Remind
and Facebook. CAST does not typically cancel performances—the show must go on!

We are thrilled to begin this production and can’t wait to see your audition.
Mason and Kellie Strouse, Co-Directors

Ty Elensky, Music Director
Breanna and Josh Blaylock, Choreographers
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Student Name

Age Grade School

Parent Name(s)

Student Cell Phone Parent Cell Phone

Receive texts at the above number(s)? We use the Remind app for communicating. __ Yes __ No

Previous Experience: Please list up to five (5) examples of previous production experience.
Role/Show Company Year

If the auditioner is 18 and under, please fill out this section.

I, (print parent’s name) , parent or guardian of (print child’s name)

, grant them permission to participate in performances of Newsies Jr. at
Clearfield Arts Studio Theatre, Inc. | understand that if my child has elected to audition for the show that they will
be cast according to the best judgment of the directors/audition panel, and will support this decision,
understanding that it is the best fit for my child and the overall cast. | understand that my child’s name will be
printed in the program for distribution to attendees.

| also grant permission to The Clearfield Arts Studio Theatre, Inc. representatives, to take and use: photographs
and/or digital images of my child(ren) for use in news releases and/or promotional materials. These materials
might include printed or electronic publications, websites, social media, or other electronic communications. |
further agree that my child’s name and identity may be revealed in descriptive text or commentary in connection
with the image(s). | authorize the use of these images without compensation to me. All negatives, prints, digital
reproductions shall be the property of The Clearfield Arts Studio Theatre, Inc.

(Date) (Signature of Parent/Guardian)

***** Please complete both sides of the audition form *****




What role(s) are you interested in? (Check ALL that apply)
__JackKelly _ Davey _ Crutchie _ Katherine Plumber _ Les _ Spot Conlon

__Medda Larkin __ Wiesel _ Josheph Pulitzer _ Bunsen _ Hannah _ Pat

__Gov Teddy Roosevelt  Snyder _ Seitz _ Bill _ Darcy __ Oscar and Morris Delancey

__Newsies Dance Ensemble _ Newsies Vocal Ensemble

If you are not selected for one of the above roles, will you accept another role?  Yes __No

Are you currently rehearsing any other shows, or will you be? __Yes __No

Will you commit to studying your music, lines, dances outside of rehearsal? __Yes __No

Will you attend mandatory Technical Rehearsals January 26—29 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.?
Yes No

Will you attend mandatory Dress Rehearsals February 1-5 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.? o

__Yes __No

Will you attend all performances February 6-7 & 12—14 at 7:30 p.m. and February 8 at 3:00 p.m.?

Yes No

List all conflicts between December 8 and February 14. Please be completely honest.
Conflicts won't necessarily prevent you from being cast in this show.

Tell us if you have any special talents that may be used in this production.

Thanks for auditioning!



CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS

Jack Kelly - Fiercely loyal and charismatic leader of the Manhattan Newsies. Wants to make a better life for
himself out west. Tough guy exterior with a big heart. Jack is in most scenes in the show.

Davey - Les’s straight-laced, bright big brother who starts selling newspapers to help his family. A leader. Is
the “brains” behind the strike. Strong singer.

Crutchie - Jack’s best friend and a dedicated newsies with a “bum leg” from polio. Goofy and optimistic. Will
be walking with and dancing with a crutch for the entire show.

Katherine Plumber - An ambitious young reporter who works hard to make a name for herself as a legitimate
journalist in a time when women aren’t taken seriously. Quick, funny, and tough. Strong singer.

Les - Davey’s cheeky younger sibling and is excited by the newsies’ freedom and loves their independent
lifestyle.

Spot Conlon - The proud leader of the Brooklyn Newsies with an intimidating reputation. This role in the Jr.
version is explicitly written for and will be portrayed as a female.

Medda Larkin - A big-voiced saloon singer and star of the Bowery. Offers her theatre as a safe haven for the
Newsies. Is a mother figure to Jack Kelly.

Wiesel - A disgruntled manager of distribution for The World, often called “Weasel” by the newsies. This will
be a comedic role for a strong actor.

Joseph Pulitzer - A pompous businessman through and through. Owns The World newspaper. Katherine’s no-
nonsense father. Newsies strike against him.

Bunsen - Pulitzer’s bookkeeper who helps Pulitzer come up with the idea to raise the newsies’ price per paper.
Hannah - Pulitzer’s secretary who is a clever advocate for the Newsies.

Pat - An efficient stage manager who introduces Medda’s act.

Governor Teddy Roosevelt - A well-respected lifelong public servant who inspires Jack to stand up to Pulitzer.

Snyder - The crooked warden of The Refuge. Concerned with only catching enough kids to keep the
government checks coming.

Seitz - Editor of The World who advises Pulitzer, but ultimately admires the kids’ newspaper.

Bill - Katherine’s upperclass friend whose parents own the New York Tribune and help the newsies print the
Newsies Banner

Darcy - A photographer who works with Katherine

Oscar and Morris Delancey - Toughs who work distribution for The World. Known to use their fists to make a
point.

Newsies of New York - Race, Albert, Muriel, Nancy, Specs, Pigtails, Hazel, Buttons, Tommy Boy, Romero, and
Jojo. These will serve as our featured dancers who will be in most numbers.

Ensemble - Ensemble consists of the bowery brigade (medda’s dancers), townspeople, additional newsies,
police force, working children of New York City. Some of the above roles will double as ensemble.
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Carrying the Banner
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AUDITION SIDE — Davey, Jack, Crutchie, Les
from Newsies JR.

DAVEY
I don’t want more papers.

JACK
What kinda newsie don’t want more papes?

DAVEY
I’m no charity case. I don’t even know you.

CRUTCHIE
This here is the famous Jack Kelly. He once escaped jail on the back of Teddy Roosevelt’s
carriage. Made all the papes. And I'm Charlie — but friends call me Crutchie!

JACK
(to LES)
How old are you, kid?
LES
I’m ten. Almost.
JACK

If anybody asks, you're seven. Younger sells more papes, and if we're gonna be partners—

DAVEY
Who said we want a partner?

CRUTCHIE
Sellin” with Jack is the chance of a lifetime. You learn from him, you learn from the best.

DAVEY
If he’s the best, what’s he need with me?
JACK

(points to LES)
'Cause you got this kid and I don't. This one's mug could easy sell a thousand papes a week.

(to LES)
Look sad, kid.

(LES makes a sad face.)

We’re gonna make millions.

©Disney



AUDITION SIDE - Jack, Crutchie
from Newsies JR.

JACK
Hey, Crutchie, where you going? Morning bell ain’t rung yet. Get back to sleep.

CRUTCHIE
I wanna beat the others to the street. I don’t want anyone to see, I ain’t been walkin’ so good.

JACK
You know how many newsies fake a limp for sympathy? That bum leg of yours is a gold mine!

CRUTCHIE
Yeah, but if someone gets the idea I can’t make it on my own, they’ll lock me up in The Refuge
for good.

JACK
Don’t worry about nuthin’, I got your back. What d’ya think of my latest creation?

(JACK reveals his drawing. CRUTCHIE is impressed.)

CRUTCHIE
Another great one, Jack! But how come you always drawing pictures of mountains and stuff
you’s never seen?

JACK
(rolls up drawing and tucks it away)
These streets sucked the life right outta my old man. Well, they ain’t doin’ that to me. There’s a
whole other world out there. A world where a guy’s got room to breathe. You keep your small
life in the big city. Give me a big life in a small town.

©Disney



AUDITION SIDE - Jack, Katherine
from Newsies JR.

JACK
(to KATHERINE)
Katherine Plumber, are you following me?

KATHERINE
The only thing I’'m following is a story. A ragtag group of ragamuffins wants to take on the
kingmakers of New York. Think you have a chance?

JACK
I seen a lot of papes in my time, and I ain’t never noted no girl reporters writing hard news.

KATHERINE
Wake up to the new century, Mr, Kelly. The game’s changing. How about an exclusive
interview?

JACK
Ain’t your beat entertainment?
KATHERINE
This is entertaining...so far.
JACK
What’s the last news story you wrote?
KATHERINE

What's the last strike you organized?

(beat)
So I'm just busting out of the social pages. But you give me the exclusive, let me run with the
story, and I promise I’ll get you the space. Give me a chance.

©Disney



AUDITION SIDE — Jack, Medda, Les, Davey, Pat
from Newsies JR.

JACK

Miss Medda, I got a little situation out on the street. Mind if I hide out here a while?

MEDDA

Where better to escape trouble than a theater? Say, Jack, when you’ve got time, I want you to
paint me some more of these backdrops. Things have been going so well that I can actually pay.

JACK
I couldn’t take your money, Miss Medda.
LES
You pictured that?
MEDDA
Your friend is quite an artist.
JACK

Don’t get carried away. It’s a bunch of trees.

DAVEY
You're really good.
MEDDA
The boy’s got natural aptitude.
LES
Geez. | never knew no one with a aptitude!
(PAT re-enters to call MEDDA.)
PAT
Miss Medda, you’re on!
MEDDA

(strikes a pose)
Yeah? How'm I doin'?
(to the KIDS)
Stay all night, kids. You're with Medda now!

©Disney



AUDITION SIDE — Muriel, Specs, Pigtails, Nancy, Race, Morris, Crutchie, Oscar
from Newsies JR.

MURIEL
Hey, look! They’re puttin’ up the headline.

SPECS
I hope it’s really exciting, like an earthquake or somethin’.
PIGTAILS
With a nice clear picture.
NANCY
(reading)
The trolley strike? Not again!
RACE
Three weeks of the same story.
MURIEL

They’re killin’ us with that snoozer.
(Two toughs, OSCAR and MORRIS DELANCEY, enter.)

MORRIS
Make way. Step aside.

CRUTCHIE
Dear me, what is that unpleasant aroma? I fear the sewer may have backed up during the night.

RACE
Or could it be...
NEWSIES
...The Delancey brothers!
MURIEL

Hey, Oscar, word on the street says you and your brother took money to rough up striking trolley
workers.

OSCAR
So? It’s honest work.

CRUTCHIE
But crackin’ the heads of defenseless workers?

©Disney



OSCAR
I take care of the guy who takes care of me.

RACE
Ain’t your father one of the strikers?

OSCAR
Guess he didn’t take care of me!

©Disney



AUDITION SIDE — Pulitzer, Bunsen, Seitz, Hannah
from Newsies JR.

PULITZER
(looking up from a report)
The World is in trouble. Our circulation is down for the third quarter in a row.

BUNSEN
We could use an exciting headline, Mr. Pulitzer.

PULITZER
What have we got today?
SEITZ
The trolley strike.
PULITZER
That’s not exciting?
HANNAH

It’s boring. Folks just wanna know, “Is the trolley comin’ or ain’t it?”

SEITZ
Big photos attract readers, sir.
PULITZER
Do you know what big photos cost?
BUNSEN

But without flashy photos or headlines, how are we supposed to sell more papers?

HANNAH
We don’t sell papers, silly — newsies sell papers.

PULITZER
Right now, we charge the newsies fifty cents for a hundred papers. What if we raised their price
to sixty cents per hundred?

SEITZ
A mere tenth of a penny per paper.

BUNSEN
(does a quick mental calculation)
Every newsie would have to sell twenty-five more papers to earn the same amount as always.

©Disney



PULITZER
Exactly. It's genius. And my circulation would grow!

HANNAH
It’s going to be awfully rough on those children. What if you gave them an incentive to sell more
papers, like a bonus?

PULITZER
Nonsense. I’'m giving them a real-life lesson in economics. I couldn’t offer them a better
education if they were my own.

HANNAH
Right...

PULITZER
The price for the newsies goes up in the morning!

©Disney
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Letter from The Refuge
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Newsies JR.

Seize the Day (Part 2)

Muscular rock beat J =120
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Santa Fe

Newsies JR.
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Newsies JR.

Watch What Happens
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